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elcome to the fifth biennial induction 
of the Montana Outdoor Hall of Fame. 
Tonight’s celebration is about the 14 

members of the Class of 2022, but we would be re-
miss if we didn’t share a bit about the Montana 
Outdoor Hall of Fame itself. 
      The Montana Outdoor Hall of Fame is a non-
profit that honors Montana’s conservation heroes 

and tells their stories. Our hope is that 
Montana continues to produce heroes 

who will keep our wildlife abundant, 
our streams cold, and our air clear. 

We’ve had some changes in recent 
years. Thomas Baumeister, who served 

as the executive director from 2019 to 2022, is now 
a board member. Ariel Rademaker, who has 
served as the event organizer for past banquets, is 
now our interim executive director. 
      Last year, the Montana Outdoor Hall of Fame 
asked many Montana conservation nonprofits to 
become partners. We’re proud that 41 have done 
so. Our partners, sponsors, and supporters pro-
vide the support that enables us to continue tell-
ing the stories of Montana’s conservation heroes. 
THANKS to all of you! 
      To learn more about the Montana Outdoor 
Hall of Fame and the stories of all inductees, 
please visit: mtoutdoorhalloffame.org.

W
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honoring our 2022 Inductees
STAN BRADSHAW 

BRUCE BUGBEE 

HARRISON G. FAGG 

JOHN G. GATCHELL 

KATHLEEN HADLEY 

LAND M. LINDBERGH 
  

ROBERT “BOB” MARSHALL 
JOHN R. MURRAY 

BRADLEY B. SHEPARD 
CHRISTINE TORGRIMSON 
AND BARBARA RUSMORE 

ANNIE PIERRE, LOUISE MCDONALD, 
AND CHRISTINE WOODCOCK

Nominating Conservation Heroes for Induction: 
Beginning in the late fall of 2023, the  
Montana Outdoor Hall of Fame will welcome 
your nominations for the Class of 2024. 
The online nomination form will be posted on 
our website: mtoutdoorhalloffame.org 
You will be asked to provide background  
information about the nominee and answer the 
following questions in 150 words or less: 
◆ How has the nominee made a significant  

contribution to Montana’s natural environment 
(fish, wildlife, water, plants, soil, or air)? 

◆ How has the nominee made a significant  
contribution to the public’s enjoyment of or 
access to Montana’s natural environment? 

 ◆ How has the nominee fostered appreciation of 
and respect for Montana’s natural environment?  

◆ How will the nominee’s accomplishments 
have a lasting impact for Montana’s natural 
environment? 

 ◆ How have the nominee’s contributions  
inspired others to act on behalf of  
Montana’s natural environment?  

As a matter of policy, the Montana Outdoor Hall  
of Fame does not review nominations of elected 
officials, those running for elective office, or  
current members of the board of the Montana 
Outdoor Hall of Fame. We accept posthumous 
nominations. Each biennium we receive far  
more nominations than the dozen we induct.  
We welcome renominations of conservation  
heroes who were not selected for induction. 
Each biennium we receive about 50 nomi-
nations, which are scored by a 10 to 15-person 
review committee. Scores are aggregated and 
ranked. The committee meets to discuss the 
nominations and makes a recommendation  
to the board of the Montana Outdoor Hall of 
Fame, which makes the final selection.

Cover art: 
When the Land 
Belonged to God 
Charles M. Russell 
1914 
Published with permission  
of the Montana  
Historical Society.
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s an avid outdoorsman and newly minted 
barrister out of the University of Montana 
in 1975, Stan Bradshaw knew that he 

wanted to focus on the protection of water  
resources. 
       With the Montana Department of Health  
and Environmental Sciences (now DEQ) and 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, and later with 
Montana Trout Unlimited and TU’s Montana 
Water Project – Stan’s career spanned 40 years. 
       Over the course of his career, he played a key 
role in several important resource conservation 
initiatives. 
       While at FWP, Stan and Frank Crowley of 
DHES drafted and filed the Clark Fork Natural 
Resource Damage complaint (based on pollution 
caused by the mines at Butte). The complaint 
was filed against ARCO, and it eventually led to 
millions of dollars for pollution reduction efforts 
and habitat improvement that have produced a 
healthier future for the Clark Fork River. 
       As FWP chief legal counsel, Stan represented 
the agency in 1984 as a co-plaintiff with the 
Montana Coalition for Stream Access before the 
Montana Supreme Court. The court famously 
ruled the public owned the water and could use  
it for recreation regardless of the water’s  
navigable status or who owned the streambed. 
Subsequently, Stan helped craft the Montana 
Stream Access Law of 1985, which defines  
the public’s right to use Montana rivers and 
streams for fishing, floating, swimming, and 
other recreation. 

       Stan went to work for Montana TU in 1987 
where his focus shifted from getting people to 
the stream, to keeping water flowing in the 
stream. The 1988 drought brought the dilemma 
of instream flow protection into sharp focus, as 
blue-ribbon streams like the Big Hole largely 
dried up. Confronted with the reality that a basin 
with oversubscribed water rights could still drink 
a stream dry, Stan and his colleagues lobbied for, 
and the 1989 Montana Legislature passed, a  
startling new law. For the first time in Montana 
history, FWP could lease for up to 10 years a  
privately held consumptive-use water right to 
keep water in the stream for the benefit of fish 
and wildlife. In 1995, the Legislature allowed 
nonprofits like TU to do the same. 
       In 2001, Stan was hired by TU to implement 
the provisions of the instream leasing statutes for 
which he had lobbied years before. Over the next 
18 years, he helped negotiate and draft more than 
20 instream flow agreements with irrigators and 
state agencies in watersheds on both sides of  
the Continental Divide, helping create greater 
recognition for the values of instream uses across 
a broad cross-section of agricultural interests.  
       Besides his conservation efforts, Stan found 
time to partner with his wife Glenda and the  
late Gary Lafontaine in Greycliff Publishing,  
to guide part-time for the late Paul Roos (MOHF 
2020), and to become an expert canoeist and 
canoe instructor.  
       Stan Lives in Helena with his wife, Glenda.

A

2022 INDUCTEE 

Stan Bradshaw 
1949–       
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ruce Bugbee, a professional conservationist 
since 1972, has a knack for seeing things no 
one else could see—until he showed them how.   

       He’s the founder of the American Public Land 
Exchange in Missoula. APLE applies market-based 
strategies to create projects agreeable to landowners, 
environmental watchdogs, local communities, 
developers, and natural resource managers. 
       Throughout his career, Bruce worked to  
conserve over 900,000 acres in Montana.  
He completed more than 90 conservation  
easements, including some of the first deals cut 
in the Blackfoot River Valley in the 1970s. 
       In the 1980s, Bugbee trained Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks to use conservation easements. 
As a result, FWP easements include about 
500,000 permanently protected acres—mostly 
family farms and ranches—that are also available 
to hunters and anglers. 
       Bruce began a long-term relationship with 
The Conservation Fund in 1987. With a focus on 
environmental preservation and economic  
development, Bruce’s insights helped the Fund 
complete projects on over 300,000 acres in Montana.  
       In addition, Bruce devised various conservation 
approaches for the 2003-06 bicentennial celebration 
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. The public 
acquisition of Travelers’ Rest, now a state park 
near Missoula, Crimson Bluffs on the Missouri 
River near Townsend, and Sacagawea Hot 
Springs near Great Falls link to Bruce’s work. 
       Earlier, and close to home, Bruce untangled a 
way to shore up public ownership in what would 
become the prized Rattlesnake National Recreation 
and Wilderness Areas, with trailheads just  

minutes from downtown Missoula. 
       Bruce’s idea to transfer more than 20,000 
acres owned by the Montana Power Company  
to the U.S. Forest Service tendered MPC fair 
compensation for lands it was not using. And 
that allowed USFS to connect formerly checker-
boarded private ownership in the Rattlesnake. 
Congress officially designated the 28,000-acre 
RNRWA in 1980. 
       Several years later, Bruce proposed a mitigation 
project to MPC. The company agreed, and in 1999 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service established the 
8,000-acre Lost Trail National Wildlife Refuge 
on the property west of Kalispell. 
       People enjoying the land is key to Bruce’s 
conservation vision. Consider the staggeringly 
innovative Missouri-Madison River Fund Bruce 
helped create. 
       The Missouri-Madison River Fund is a trust 
of partners from the business sector, nonprofit 
organizations, and federal, state, and local agencies. 
Together, the partners donated more than $11 
million to the trust for grants to develop, operate, 
and maintain dozens of recreation sites on the 
rivers. A 2020 survey showed the improved sites 
accommodated more than 1 million recreation-
group visits. 
       Accolades for Bruce’s work include the Don 
Aldrich Fish, Wildlife and Conservation Award 
from the Missoula’s Conservation Roundtable 
(1988); Wildlife Conservation Award from the 
Montana Chapter of The Wildlife Society (2002); 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Outstanding 
Contributor Award (2005); and Governor's 
Award for Excellence in Performance (2008).

B
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Bruce Bugbee 
1948– 
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arrison Fagg, a fiscal conservative, and 
staunch Republican, was a leader on 
environmental issues in the Montana 

House of Representatives from 1968 through 
1984, serving as majority leader in 1981. 
       In 1970, Harrison and his family of outdoor 
enthusiasts began a backpacking trip into the 
Beartooth Mountains. But unfortunately, the  
expected scenic trail that led to an alpine 
meadow was no more. What remained was a  
demolished bulldozed road. 
       Up the gouged path, the Fagg family saw no 
luscious meadow but rather piles of earth and oil 
spills. Harrison called it “hit-and-run” mineral 
exploration. 
       Aghast at the damage, Harrison ended the trip. 
       Once home, he contacted three Montana 
government agencies to see if Montana’s laws 
had the teeth to require a better way of exploring 
for Montana’s minerals. 
       Finding none—and unwilling to accept a 
study that might take years—he searched for a 
better idea. 
       With the help of Jim Posewitz (MOHF 2016) 
and Don Aldrich (MOHF 2014), Harrison  
decided to seek outside experts. 
       He encouraged Montana Fish and Game to 
find an environmental attorney from the U.S. 
Department of the Interior and another rec-
ommended by the National Mining Association. 
       For Harrison, the gloves were off. He virtually 
locked the lawyers in his legislative office until 
they produced a respectable proposal. The none-
too-happy lawyers roughed out Montana’s first 
hard-rock mining reclamation standards. 

       Harrison, facing direct threats to his political 
career and ferocious opposition from the Anaconda 
Company, was undeterred. He unapologetically 
put forward a bill to stop the unnecessary ravaging 
of the land, but that did  not eliminate all hard 
rock mining in Montana. 
       In the process of getting the bill passed,  
Dorothy Bradley, an equally staunch progressive 
from Bozeman, was the bill’s first Democrat  
co-signer. 
        With an amendment that excluded small miners, 
the Hard Rock Mining Reclamation Act passed both 
houses of the Montana 1971 Legislature. It was 
signed into law by Gov. Forrest Anderson. 
       A Billings Gazette editorial celebrated the  
bill’s passage stating that it had broken the 

“Copper Collar.” 
       The new law forever changed The Anaconda 
Company’s power over Montana business and 
the environment. 
       Although a conservative business owner,  
Harrison was often at the conservation vanguard 
during his 16 years as a state representative. He 
endured death threats and the torching of the 
family cabin near Nye, ostensibly due to his  
support for various conservation issues. 
       Harrison has championed and explored Mon-
tana’s outdoors for six decades. With his son, Grant, 
he climbed every Montana peak over 12,000 feet, 
becoming one of the first to do so. Then, at 87, he 
kayaked 60 miles of the Smith River. 
       Through it all, if one asked Harrison what 
he’s most proud of, he wouldn’t hesitate: “Get-
ting everyone to work together.”

H
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After graduating from high school in  
Detroit, John Gatchell drifted west to 
Montana. 

       In 1975, “Gatch” settled in the Swan Valley 
and found work logging and building. However, 
he discovered his true vocation in wilderness 
conservation, starting with the wild Swan Range. 
As a volunteer in the Flathead, he developed a 
knack for building alliances with working people. 
       In 1985, the Montana Wilderness Association 
(now Wild Montana) hired Gatch as conservation 
director. Over the following decades, in countless 
interviews, news, testimony, and presentations, 
Gatch was the voice of Wild Montana. 
       Throughout his 36-year career, he drew on his 
blue-collar background to help develop practical 
and innovative agreements. 
       Amid heated “timber wars” of the 1980s and 
’90s, Gatch negotiated an unprecedented agreement 
with Montana sawmill workers. Workers at seven 
mills joined conservationists in asking Congress to 
protect twice the amount of wilderness Congress 
or the Forest Service had ever considered on the 
Lolo and Kootenai national forests. 
       He worked with ranchers in the Big Hole and 
negotiated agreements to protect wild lands with 
snowmobilers in Seeley Lake, Kalispell, Great 
Falls, Philipsburg, and Lincoln. 
       Gatch moved people from entrenched positions 
into partnerships such as the Kootenai and Lolo 
Forest Accords, Blackfoot-Clearwater Steward-
ship Project, the Beaverhead-Deerlodge Forest 
Partnership, and Montana High Divide Trails. 
       He initiated the Montana Quiet Trails project 
in 1994, which led to Wild Montana’s successful 

Trail Stewardship Program in 2012. 
       The work of stitching together challenging 
partnerships continues today with the Blackfoot-
Clearwater Stewardship Act, sponsored by Sen. 
Jon Tester. The act seeks to expand the Bob Marshall, 
Scapegoat, and Mission Mountains wilderness areas 
near Seeley Lake by 80,000 acres and adds further 
protection to four Blackfoot River tributaries. 
       The neighboring Lincoln Prosperity Proposal 
builds on years of Gatch’s collaborative work. 
The proposal offers wilderness and conservation 
management covering 200,000 acres of national 
forest lands, focusing on local business, conser-
vation, forest restoration, and recreation. 
       “You really can’t talk about Montana conser-
vation without talking about John Gatchell,” says 
Wild Montana Deputy Director John Todd. “He’s 
really the godfather of modern Montana conser-
vation, and he knows the state better than anyone.” 
       As a worker himself, Gatch respected people 
whose paychecks and businesses depended on 
mines, mills, and local backcountry tourism. 
       Since 1990, Gatch delivered unprecedented 
conservation agreements hammered out among 
the most unlikely alliances in Montana. Moving 
agreements through Congress, however, pres-
ents another challenge. 
       “We’ve demonstrated time and time again 
that the polarity that some elected officials ped-
dle isn’t real or necessary,” Gatch said upon his 
retirement. "Down deep, Montanans share a 
great love of wild places. We have broken down 
barriers to build trust and solid partnerships. We 
should expect elected officials to recognize and 
act on that support."

A
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athy Hadley has been a sentinel of lead-
ership, management, and protection for 
Montana’s natural environment for over 

40 years. 
       Her fondness of the outdoors took root near 
her Grand Island home, an idyllic spot on the  
Niagara River in western New York. 
       Things slipped from idyllic to vigilant in the 
1970s when Kathy’s sister, Lois Gibbs, uncov-
ered that her Niagara Falls neighborhood was 
built atop a ghastly toxic dump. Kathy helped 
Lois organize the sickened community to mount 
the historic “Love Canal” campaign. 
       That struggle led to the federal environmen-
tal law known as “Superfund,” which forces 
those responsible for contamination to clean it 
up or reimburse the government for the work. 
       After moving with her family to Montana in 
1979, Kathy came upon the Upper Clark Fork 
River, then a 56-mile-long toxic quagmire that 
needed an advocate. So, Kathy cofounded the 
Clark Fork Coalition, which won Superfund des-
ignation for the river in 1985. 
       The Upper Clark Fork River restoration was 
launched with a $200 million Superfund settle-
ment to clean up mining and smelting wastes 
linked to Anaconda Company operations in 
Butte, Anaconda, and Milltown. 
       Kathy served on the Clark Fork River Basin 
Restoration Council and Clark Fork River Tech-
nical Assistance Committee overseeing the mul-
timillion-dollar cleanup. 
       The effort restored streambeds, banks, and 
uplands. Additionally, the removal of Milltown 
Dam near Missoula reestablished the confluence 

of the Clark Fork and Blackfoot rivers, which 
overnight had cutthroat trout and bull trout  
returning to upstream spawning grounds. 
       Her kinship to hunting and fishing drew 
Kathy into often-rancorous exchanges during the 
1980s and ‘90s among landowners, hunters,  
anglers, outfitters, and state officials. 
       In response, Kathy volunteered to help  
develop a series of landowner/sportsman civil-
communication confabs. 
       With that experience, in 1995, Gov. Marc  
Racicot appointed Kathy to the first Private Lands/ 
Public Wildlife Committee. The committee 
worked for 30 months to craft a law that gave rise 
to Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks’ Block Man-
agement Program, which opened more than 7 
million acres of private land to public hunting. 
       Kathy’s art of persuasion, backed by bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in biology, was shared with 
the Montana Wildlife Federation and the National 
Wildlife Federation, including turns as president 
of both boards and chair of the National and 
Montana Wildlife Federation Board of Directors. 
       Now retired—Kathy was executive director of 
the National Center for Appropriate Technology 
for 20 years—she spends her time hunting and 
fishing with her husband, Wayne. They have two 
sons, Erik and Liam. 
       But she’s not done organizing. In 2017, Kathy 
cofounded the Artemis Sportswomen Alliance, a 
women’s outdoor hunting and fishing organization. 
       “You see more and more women coming 
along where it was just me and the guys for a 
long time,” she said. “I think women have a  
natural affinity for protecting this heritage.”

K
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rom the day he arrived in the Blackfoot 
River Valley in the 1960s, Land  
distinguished himself as a persuasive  

advocate for clean water, open space, and wild-
life. He stepped forward with enthusiasm, never  
knowing if others would join, but they always did. 
       Along with neighbor Bill Potter, in 1973 Land 
approached Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks to 
adopt a private-land access agreement to allow 
the public free, walk-in access to hunt on and  
across the family ranch. The deal was the  
forerunner of Montana’s unique Block  
Management Program, established 12 years later. 
       In 1975, Land partnered with federal and 
state agencies, private timber corporations,  
the University of Montana, and other private 
landowners in creating a unique private-land  
access agreement. 
       The collaboration—headed up by his close 
friend and confidant, Hank Goetz—formally  
resulted in the Blackfoot River Recreation Corridor 
being established in 2015. This opened 26 miles 
of free riverbank passage by creating access 
points on adjacent lands and allowing the public 
to walk 50 feet above the river’s high-water mark 
on private ownerships. A popular river access site 
was developed on the Lindbergh property, along 
with a float-in campsite for overnight use. 
       In 1977, Land and his wife, Susie Miller,  
secured one of Montana’s earliest conservation 
easements – a then obscure means of land pro-

tection. Working closely with friends Bob Knight 
and Joe McDowell, they managed to accomplish 
what is thought to be one of the first times a 
Montana landowner willingly gave up the right to 
subdivide for development. 
       By 1990, state fisheries studies revealed that 
toxic mining wastes and degraded spawning runs 
caused wild trout numbers in the Blackfoot River 
to plummet. To help reverse the damage, the Big 
Blackfoot Chapter of Trout Unlimited was born 
in Lincoln, and Land was a charter member. 
       The ’90s brought additional threats to the 
Blackfoot, but none more than the looming loss 
of its agricultural character as family ranches 
faced being sold and split up. 
       Once more, Land stepped forward to serve as 
the first chairman of the Blackfoot Challenge, 
formed to address problems affecting landowners 
and recreationists in the Blackfoot River Valley. 
       “With the influx of new ideas and people, 
coupled with the different agendas of all the 
agencies, it was time to get in front of our  
potential issues and deal with them,” says Land 
via the Blackfoot Challenge website. 
       “Here in the Blackfoot, it all starts and ends 
with the river,” Land wrote some years ago.  

“It’s a river that’s very alive, very powerful. It  
sustains everything in this valley and everything 
in the valley flows back into it; the good, the bad, 
and the ugly. If you listen carefully, the river will 
always tell you how you’re doing.” 

F
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ob Marshall, United States Forest Service 
leader and activist for environmental and 
social causes, provided the foundation for 

wilderness protections on nearly 112 million 
acres in 44 states, including the Bob Marshall 
Wilderness in Montana. 
       Formally designated under the Wilderness 
Act of 1964, the million-acre Bob Marshall  
Wilderness Area extends for 60 miles along the 
Continental Divide, a stretch Bob could likely 
walk in fewer than two days. 
       Bob became the chief of forestry in the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs in 1933 and then director of 
Recreation and Lands for the United States  
Forest Service in 1937. Additionally, he fastened 
his passion for wilderness to progressive, racially 
inclusive policies, including a proposal to  
integrate USFS campgrounds and provide more 
forest access for urban dwellers. 
       His biographer, James Glover, asserts that 
Bob was probably the first high-level official to 
seriously fight discrimination in USFS policies. 
At the time, Jim Crow laws were enforced in the 
South and other states employed informal dis-
crimination policies. 
       While Bob sowed his appreciation for wild 
places in his home state of New York, his passion for 
untrammeled wilderness blossomed in Montana. 
       From 1925 to 1928, Bob worked at the North-
ern Rocky Mountain Forest Experiment Station 
in Missoula. As Bob concentrated on a forest’s 
ability to rebound after a fire, while in Missoula 
he battled yet another bout of illness in a life-
long string of ailments. Still, Bob found time to 

experience Montana’s wild landscapes. He once 
covered 288 miles in eight days, taking him from 
Seeley Lake through lands now at the bottom of 
Hungry Horse Reservoir. 
       He’d go on to promote wilderness in popular 
forestry magazines and associated with some of 
the most respected wilderness figures of his time. 
Bob's friendship with Aldo Leopold, Bernard 
Frank, Benton MacKaye, and Harvey Broome 
would launch The Wilderness Society in 1935. 
       Bob, who became independently wealthy 
upon the passing of his father in 1929, funded the 
beginning of The Wildness Society. He wrote the 
Society’s Articles of Incorporation with Frank, 
MacKay, and Broome. 
       Historian T. H. Watkins contends that before 
Bob and The Wilderness Society, there was “no 
true movement” to preserve the nation’s primitive 
areas. “One could comfortably argue,” Watkins 
writes, “that Robert Marshall was personally  
responsible for the preservation of more  
wilderness than any individual in history.” 
       On Nov. 11, 1939, while on an overnight train 
from Washington D.C. to New York, Bob died of 
heart failure at age 39. 
       Bob left most of his considerable estate to The 
Wilderness Society and various social causes. 
       More than a year before the United States  
entered World War II, in an unprecedented  
decree, the USFS named a wild million-acre  
expanse in western Montana for Bob Marshall. 
The announcement remarkably shielded the  
terrain from mechanized encroachment nearly 
25 years before the Wilderness Act of 1964.

B
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lackfeet elder John Murray recalled the old 
stories and revealed a new way to protect 
sacred places. 

       The Badger-Two Medicine is part of the  
magnificent geologic shipwreck known as the 
Rocky Mountain Front. It’s the cradle of the 
Blackfeet origin story, which begins at the head-
waters of Badger Creek and Two Medicine River. 
       He became a Forest Service firefighter just 
out of high school when he reported to a fire in 
the Salmon River country wearing new cowboy 
boots. He still has scars on his feet. He served as 
superintendent of the elite Hotshot firefighters 
and later became operations section chief for 
one of the most complex forest-fire management 
teams. 
       And John humbly advocated for the protec-
tion of Badger-Two Medicine, magisterial Chief 
Mountain, and countless Blackfeet cultural sites. 
       In the early 1980s, the U.S. Forest Service 
sold Badger-Two Medicine oil and gas leases for 
$1 per acre. John was a young man on the Tribal 
Council with a reputation as one who could 

“code-switch” between traditional wisdom and 
Western science. 
       “Elders would say things about our traditional 
knowledge system down through the ages, and 
about the Badger, that can’t be translated,” John 
said, as chronicled by Cassidy Randall in “Un-
deniable,” a Patagonia website essay. “They 
asked me to study Western thought so that they 
could have the tools to articulate certain things.” 
       John studied at Montana State University, 
earning bachelor’s degrees in bilingual educa-

tion and philosophy; and then a master’s degree 
in 1993 in adult and community education. 
       That same year the USFS released an ethnog-
raphy study of the Badger-Two Medicine, which 
reportedly neglected indigenous Blackfeet stories. 
       “John went on to do what no one else had 
done before,” Randall writes. “He facilitated the 
creation of a comprehensive ethnography that 
proved, in scientific terms, that the Blackfeet 
people had occupied the Badger-Two Med for 
more than 10,000 years” and that oil and gas 
drilling threatened the timeless Blackfeet culture. 
       In 1997, USFS placed a 10-year moratorium 
on drilling in the Badger-Two Medicine. 
       John went on to establish the Blackfeet Tribal 
Heritage Preservation Office in 2003. Then, in 
2006, Sen. Max Baucus (D-MT) drafted a bill that 
made the 1997 drilling moratorium permanent. 
       In 2014, Badger-Two Medicine was designated 
the nation’s first Traditional Cultural District. 
       Three years later, the U.S. Department of the 
Interior canceled all remaining leases in the 
Badger-Two Medicine—the first time such a 
cancelation discarded leaseholder objections. 
       With an array of inspired conservation  
partners, John crafted a new bill in 2020 to place 
nearly 130,000 Badger-Two Medicine acres 
under permanent protection.  
       Sen. Jon Tester (D-MT) introduced the bill  
to establish those acres as the Badger-Two  
Medicine Cultural Heritage Area, a first-of- 
its-kind designation. The bill was still under 
consideration as of December 2022.

B
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rad Shepard’s family jokes that he found 
his life’s passion by age 2 while fishing 
with his grandfather. 

       Straight out of high school, Brad left Dayton, 
Ohio, and headed to Montana to pursue that passion. 
       He earned degrees in fish and wildlife  
management and fisheries resources from  
Montana State University and the University of 
Idaho. He acquired a Ph.D. in fish and wildlife 
biology from MSU. 
       Brad’s career was fixed on wild cutthroat 
trout native to Montana. 
       He worked for four decades as a Montana 
Fish, Wildlife & Parks fisheries biologist, MSU 
professor, senior Wildlife Conservation Society 
aquatic scientist, and private consultant. 
       Brad’s research was legend. His work brought 
together state and federal agencies, NGOs, tribes, 
national parks, and agricultural and timber  
industries throughout western North America. 
The product became the gold standard for  
cutthroat conservation in Montana and beyond. 
       His investigations resulted in conserving 
small, isolated cutthroat trout populations at risk 
of winking out upon the arrival of any harmful 
event —and in the expansion of cutthroat trout 
populations into larger drainages. He accomplished 
this by gathering and mixing cutthroats from sev-
eral small populations to create genetically di-
verse—and thus more stable —larger populations. 
       There’s no better example than the provoc-
ative plan to establish westslope cutthroat trout 
(WCT) to Cherry Creek, a tributary to the Madi-
son River. At the time, Cherry Creek was full of 
wild trout, but none native to the area. 

       The controversy swirled about for years  
following the 1997 announcement that FWP 
would use common piscicides to remove  
nonnative fish from 60 miles of Cherry Creek 
above a 30-foot waterfall. After removing  
nonnative fish, biologists would restock the 
stream with WCT—the only trout native to the 
Upper Missouri River drainage. 
       While the effort aimed to establish a  
genetically pure WCT population in Cherry 
Creek, Brad and his colleagues theorized that  
in time some of the introduced fish would make 
their way down stream to eventually migrate  
out to the Madison River. 
       It was a rocky go, but the plan proceeded 
among protests, lawsuits, and missteps. Yet, as 
Brad surmised, by 2010 WCT began reproducing 
in Cherry Creek. 
       By 2015, Cherry Creek’s WCT population  
ballooned to more than 25,000 fish, with enough 
finding their way to the lower Madison River to 
create a wild population there. Today, more than 
60,000 WCT inhabit the Cherry Creek drainage. 
       For the first time in perhaps a century, anglers 
can expect to catch wild, native WCT—as well  
as rainbow trout/WCT hybrids—in the lower  
Madison River. 
       Brad Shepard died unexpectedly on Sept. 23, 
2022, while fishing with his son Ben, his favorite 
river companion. 
       Young Ben bears the name of Brad's grand-
father, the man who once placed a fishing rod in 
the hands of a 2-year-old boy. With a passion ig-
nited, that boy would become one of the early 
21st Century’s most admired aquatic scientists.

B
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hristine Torgrimson and Barbara  
Rusmore founded the Montana Land 
Reliance in 1978. 

       Since then, with more than 1.2 million acres 
of working agricultural land, wildlife habitat,  
and open space permanently protected under 
conservation easements, MLR is one of the  
nation’s largest state-based land trusts. 
       Those acres encompass partnerships with 
nearly 1,000 Montana farm and ranch families, 
and more than 1,870 miles of permanently  
protected river- and streambanks. 
       Christine was born into a western Montana 
ranching family. At the University of Montana in 
the early 1970s, her land development research 
led to collaboration with the Montana Environ-
mental Information Center, revealing that half a 
million agricultural acres in Montana were being 
subdivided into 20-acre and smaller lots. 
       Christine’s work led stunned ranchers in the 
Blackfoot Valley, along with MEIC and others,  
to seek legislation to safeguard the economic  
viability of Montana’s agriculture communities. 
Their efforts culminated in the “Montana  
Open-Space Land and Voluntary Conservation 
Easement Act of 1975,” crafted to deter  
residential development of agricultural lands. 
       By 1978, Christine collaborated with newcomer 
Barbara Rusmore. Barbara had worked on West 
Coast private-land conservation issues, as she 
witnessed her own California valley transform from 
productive orchards to real estate developments. 
       With their shared interest in curbing the  
fragmentation of agricultural lands and families, 
the women sought to take advantage of the new 
law by creating MLR “to establish a renewable 

and equitable agricultural way of life in Montana.” 
       Christine and Barbara opened MLR as co- 
directors, recruited the first board of directors, 
and hired economist Bill Long. From the  
beginning, MLR concentrated on providing  
expertise on conservation easements to  
permanently protect agricultural lands.  
       The endeavor also protected watersheds critical 
to fish and wildlife, and that protected private 
land increased space for wildlife—and people—
to roam. For example, MLR holds 16 easements 
along the Smith River, including 32,000 acres 
and 69 miles of streambank available for public 
use as a permit-controlled Montana State Park. 
       MLR is among the most respected land trusts 
in North America. The lasting benefits of MLR’s 
work harken back directly to Christine and  
Barbara’s imaginativeness and Bill’s dedication, 
skills, and perseverance. Their alliance aimed  
to establish a land trust to nurture a lifestyle and 
economy that relied on responsibly managed  
private land, increasingly valuable fish and  
wildlife habitats, and Montana open landscapes. 
       By 1981, though Christine and Barbara moved 
on to create, implement, and guide many other 
Montana, U.S., and Canadian conservation  
initiatives during the following four decades, 
their MLR vision endured. 
       In the United States, only the Natural  
Resources Conservation Service, The Nature 
Conservancy, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service hold more acres in conservation  
easement than MLR—and all MLR partnerships 
are in Montana. For that, there are many  
to thank, but perhaps none more than  
Christine Torgrimson and Barbara Rusmore.

C
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he Confederated Salish and Kootenai 
Tribes’ Mission Mountains Wilderness 
stands alone as the first tribally  

designated wilderness in the United States  
and still the only alpine wilderness on an  
American Indian reservation. 
       It may never have happened were it not for 
three persuasive Salish grandmothers—forever 
known as the Three Yayas—who stood up to 
stand as one. 
       In 1974, the Bureau of Indian Affairs  
proposed a timber sale that would have clearcut 
some 2,000 acres in the heart of the Missions 
near Ashley Lakes. 
       When the CSKT met to consider the  
potentially lucrative plan, Tribal Council 
member Thomas “Bearhead” Swaney (MOHF 
2016) invited the three highly respected tribal 
elders to speak: Annie Pierre, Louise McDonald, 
and Christine Woodcock, known to the  
community as the Three Yayas, or grandmothers. 
According to Char-Koosta News, the Three 
Yayas “reportedly told the Council and the  
BIA foresters in no uncertain terms to forget 
about ever logging in the Missions.” 
       Council members thanked the Yayas and  
expected the Salish women to depart the meet-
ing. Instead, the matriarchs stood fast, saying 

they would wait for the Council to vote. 
       By a 6-2 margin, the Council took the  
unprecedented action of tabling the timber sale. 
       The Three Yayas’ action played a key role in 
what was already a widespread movement on the 
Flathead Reservation to strengthen protection  
of the environment—a movement that included 
Bearhead Swaney. In bringing their message to 
Tribal Council, Annie Pierre, Louise McDonald, 
and Christine Woodcock lent cultural authority 
to that movement and helped ensure new,  
long-lasting policies that reflected fundamental 
tribal cultural values. 
       Within eight years, the CSKT Tribal Council 
would pass the historic ordinance that gave  
wilderness protection to nearly 90,000 acres  
of the Mission Mountains. 
       More broadly, the Three Yayas contributed to 
renewed, wider respect for the tribe’s cultural 
wisdom, helping foster an array of tribal policies 
that have established the CSKT as leaders in  
environmental protection, including: protecting 
the lower 72 miles of the Flathead River from 
old-growth logging; creating a 10,000-acre 
Grizzly Bear Management Zone on McDonald 
Peak and the surrounding areas within the  
Mission Mountains Tribal Wilderness; restoring 
endangered species such as trumpeter swans;  

T

2022 INDUCTEES 

The Three Yayas: 
 
Annie Pierre  1900-1975 

Louise McDonald  1904-1994 

Christine Woodcock  1910-1986 

MOHOF_2022Program.qxp_Layout 1  11/21/22  2:24 PM  Page 14



MONTANA OUTDOOR HALL OF FAME 2022 INDUCTEES  |  15

securing in-stream flows in reservation streams; 
restoring the Jocko River corridor; and in 2021 
passing the CSKT Cultural Waterways  
Ordinance, under which the lower Flathead 
River is now protected as a free-flowing,  
undammed cultural and ecological treasure  
for all the generations to come. 
       These and other Flathead Reservation 
achievements rest upon the foundation of the 
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes as a 
people and as an Indigenous nation.  
       That foundation—the cultural and spiritual 
wisdom handed down from the ancestors—was 
restored in the 1970s by the keepers of those  
traditions: Elders such as Annie Pierre, Louise 
McDonald, and Christine Woodcock.

Congratulations 
2022 Inductees!
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conservation heroes and tell their stories! 
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OR 
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Helena, MT 59624 
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